Mrs. Hedding’s Yearbook Syllabus

Welcome to Mrs. Hedding’s Yearbook class.  With your help, I hope to make this an exciting year.  

This class is different than many of your other classes.  This class is going to be run like a business.  You should view this class as a job.  You are employees, and I am the employer.  We are working together to create and sell a product: the yearbook.  If you are not willing to do your share and work with others, I suggest you look into another class.  

However, there will be some rules to be followed, discipline can/will be administered, and you will receive grades for the class. 

Rules

Rules are everywhere.  You have rules when you drive your car, go to a store, or go out to eat.  Likewise, you will have rules in this classroom.  These rules are to be followed at all times - no exceptions.  

· Be in your seat when the bell rings

You must be in your seat and ready when the bell rings not walking into class or standing by your classmates desk talking.

· Bring all books and materials to class

You must be prepared for class.  Make sure to bring books, notebooks, pencils and/or pens, and anything else required.  

· Respect

You must respect yourself, others, and property.  

Yourself – Do not call yourself stupid or say you can’t do it.  I know you can.  If you need help, ask for it.

Others - Do not use vulgar or offensive language and keep your hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  Do not invade others space or disrupt others environment.

Property – Do not lean back and bend the chairs or damage other school property.

· Listen to instructions the first time they are given

I do not want to have to repeat myself several times.  If you listen the first time, you are likely to have time to ask questions or work on the assignment.  You are free to ask questions at any time.

· No talking when others are talking or working

Do not talk during lectures or when I am explaining your assignment.  Do not talk when a classmate is asking a question.  You may have the same question and it will save time to listen the first time.

Discipline

In every aspect of life there are consequences to rule breaking.  If you drive your car too fast, you will get a ticket.  Likewise, in this classroom there are certain consequences. 

You will receive one of the consequences for breaking a rule: classroom or school and defying me.  At times, I may deviate from these consequences.  If you disagree with me, you are welcome to discuss it with me after class or before or after school.

First Infraction -
Warning

Second Infraction -
Detention

Third Infraction -
Sent to Office

Grading

Because this class is different than others, grading will be slightly different.  You will be given grades for everything you do in class.  However, most will fall under participation.

You will have homework in this class; however, homework will be different than a worksheet or questions from a book.  Your homework will be selling ads and taking pictures.  Very rarely, if ever, will you have a test in this class.

Late Work – 
Because this is a business, late work will not be accepted.  You must have work done by the deadline, even if I make a deadline earlier than the yearbook plant deadline.  When you work at a job, your boss will tell you when something needs to be done. He will not want the job done after that deadline.

Assignments/Grades will fall in one of the following categories:

Participation - 
Participation will make up 25% of your final grade.  You will receive 5 points each day.  You will keep all 5 points if during the class period you do what you are supposed to be doing.  During most of class, you will be working on your yearbook pages.  If you are working, you will get your points, but if you are not working, you will not.

You will lose points if you break the rules or become disruptive.  If you break a school policy (such as playing internet games or being caught with a cell phone) or receive a detention you will loose all your points


You will receive your participation points if you are absent in two ways: 1. if you are on a school trip and 2. if the absence is an excused absence.  ISS, OSS, and Unexcused absences receive no points.

Pictures - 
Taking pictures will be 25% of your final grade. Pictures will be taken at all Jr. High and High School events including but not limited to: Football games, Volleyball games, Basketball games, Track Meets, Dances, Graduation, and Concerts.  Five good pictures will be taken at athletic events and fifteen good pictures will be taken at one time only events.  


For one time only events, one student may take all the pictures or they may be separated among two or three students.  Because we only have one school camera, if multiple students are taking pictures at one event, students will have to either share the school camera or use a personnel digital camera.  I will allow you to use your personnel digital camera for taking pictures as long as we can download the pictures from it.

As the teacher, I may take a few pictures.  However, it is your responsibility to take pictures.  Everybody in the class will be required to take pictures.  You are required to take at least five pictures.  Taking pictures will be worth one point for each picture.

The class will evenly (to the best of our ability) distribute taking pictures at different events.  You will be required to take some pictures.  You will be able to choose the events that you take picture at, so make sure to know what you will be involved in and what you won’t be involved in.  Obviously, you cannot take pictures at football games if you are on the football team.  

The school day after an event, the student who took the pictures must show me the pictures to receive credit.  That student is then responsible for downloading the pictures.

Ad Sales - 
Selling ads will be 25% of your final grade.  You will be required to sell ads in order to fund our book.  This includes selling ads to businesses, not personal ads.  

You will be required to sell a set number of ads.  This will be set by dividing the number of ads (give or take a few) that have been sold in the past by the number of students in the class.  You will have a deadline for ad sales.


Each ad sale will be worth ten points.  You may earn extra credit for selling more ads than required.  

Pages - 
Completing yearbook pages will count as 25% of your final grade.  The class will (to the best of our ability) evenly distribute the amount of pages to be completed by each student.  You may choose certain pages if you want.  

Each page will have a deadline.  Pages will be worth 10 points and will be an all or nothing.  The page must be completed (already checked for errors) by the deadline to get the grade.

To complete a page, you must finish the page and submit it to me. I will go through the page for errors that need fixed.  You must go back and correct those errors before submitting it to me for the final submission.  The final submission must be before the deadline.

